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Via ECFS & Hand-Delivery

Ms. MarleneH. Dortch
Secretary
FederalCommunicationsCommission
445 12thStreet,SW
Washington,DC 20554

Re: Requestfor WaiverofDTV ChecklistFacilitiesDeadline
KVTV-DT, Laredo,Texas(Facility ID No. 33078)
MB DocketNo. 03-15

DearMs. Dortch:

EagleCreekBroadcastingofLaredo,LLC (“ECBL”) is the licenseeofTelevisionStation
KVTV, Laredo,Texas(Facility ID No. 33078). Twodaysprior to theAugust4, 2005deadline
for seekingwaiversoftheDTV checklistfacilities deadline,ECBL filed its requestfor an
extensionof theKVTV-DT constructionpermit (see FCCFileNo. BEPCDT-20050802AK1).
Thatextensionrequestfully disclosedto theCommissionall informationpertinentto ECBL’s
requestfor waiverof theDTV checklistfacilities deadline. To theextentnecessary,ECBL
respectfullyrequeststhatits August2, 2005extensionrequestalsobe treatedfor procedural
purposesasits requestfor waiverofthatdeadline. Theinstantletter is being filed in theform
specifiedby theCommission’sPublicNoticereleasedJune15, 2005(DA 05-1636).

The 1998DTV TableofAllotmentsspecifiesDTV Channel14 for KVTV. OnMay20,
2003,ECBL filed aPetitionfor RuleMaking to amendSection73.622(b)oftheCommission~s
Rules,theDTV Table ofAllotments,to substituteDTV Channel31 astheDTV allocationfor
KVTV in lieu ofDTV Channel14 (MB DocketNo. 03-156;RM-10721). ECBL soughtthe
proposedDTV channelchangein orderto avoidpotentialinterferenceto landmobile radio
service(“LMRS”) receptionat basestationsandmobile receiversoperatingon frequencies
adjacentto DTV Channel14. Specifically,ECBL determinedthattherearepresently
approximately150 LMRS licenseesoperatingin theLaredoarea,including Mercy Regional
MedicalCenter/MercyHealthCenterandtheUnitedIndependentSchoolDistrict.
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Dueto theproximity of Laredo,Texasto theU.S.-Mexicanborder,Mexicanconcurrence
to the proposedchannelchangeis required.AlthoughECBL’s rulemakingproposalwasfiled on
May20, 2003,andECBLperiodicallyinquiredof FCCstaffasto thestatusofMexican
concurrenceto theproposedchannelchange,ECBL wasinformedin earlyJanuary2005 that the
FCChad,in fact, inadvertentlyneglectedto submitECBL’s channelchangeproposalto Mexican
authoritiesfor suchconcurrence.ECBL understandsthattheKVTV-DT proposalwassubmitted
to Mexicanauthoritiesfor concurrenceshortly afterthat discovery. However,thatinadvertent
oversighthasfurtherdelayedFCCprocessingofECBL’s rulemakingproposal,a circumstance
clearlybeyondthe controlofECBL.

KVTV(TV) presentlyoperatesonNTSCChannel13, andhaselectedto operateKVTV-
DT onthatNTSC channelposttransition. SeeFCCFileNo. BFRECT-20050210ALZ.If ECBL
wererequiredto initiate digital televisionoperationson KVTV-DT onDTV Channel14, evenon
atemporarybasis,it would be requiredto expendscarcefinancialresourceson equipmentthat
would otherwisebe unnecessaryfor operationon Channel31, oncetherulemakingproposalhas
beengranted,orultimately onChannel13,posttransition. Specifically,ECBL would be
requiredto purchasealandmobile filter for theKVTV-DT transmitterto protectexistingLMRS
licenseesin theLaredoarea,at acostofapproximately$40,000. In theeventthat interference
neverthelessoccurs(a likely scenariogiventhat threeLMRS licenseesoperatefrom the
proposedKVTV-DT tower),ECBL alsowould berequiredto purchase,at its expense,individual
filters for eachaffectedLMRS receiverandtransmitter.Sinceeachoftheapproximately150
LMRS stationsmayutilize betweentwo and eight receivers,andeachreceiverfilter costs
approximately$750,ECBL couldbe forcedto incur hundredsofthousandsofdollarsin
otherwiseunnecessarycostsin orderto protectsuchLMRS stations. Suchunnecessary
expendituresareall themoreunwarrantedin light of thesmall sizeoftheLaredo,Texas
televisionmarketthe(the 190thrankedDMA, asreportedby Nielsen).

In light of theunwarrantedexpensesassociatedwith eventemporaryoperationon DTV
Channel14, ECBL submitsthatgrantof its requestfor waiveroftheDTV checklistfacilities
deadlineis amplyjustified andclearlywarranted,andsuchawaiver is respectfullyrequested.

Respectfullyyour
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JohnD. Poutasse

cc: BarabaraKreisman,Esq.
ShaunMaher,Esq.


